Sowers Update

It has been a busy year for Sowers Fund. We had 33 new businesses funded
in the past 12 months. Funded purchases range from seeds & fertilizer, to
chickens, plumbing materials, secretary courses and a freezer. These are

just some examples of items that Sowers Fund donors have helped

to provide.

This year we also started re-funding some of our past
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machine to allow her to hem clothes
for her customers. She hopes to
attract more customers with
_ the additional service she
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i e s ey M (i) Chancelvie Ngoma from

Congo was funded a
sewing machine as well in 2011 to enable her to

start a tailoring business - which she has been

Many people might not think of the words, “poverty’,
“discrimination” and “unemployment” when they think of the
. Dominican Republic. Rather, the more common images are
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those featuring white sandy beaches, picturesque mountain
ranges and an ideal place to go on vacation. But when looked

at a little closer, you discover very quickly that its scenic tourist
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who is working hard to provide for her family. She is widowed with 3 children.
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with that job. She is now being helped by the Sowers Fund to sell men & women’s clothes
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Eriberto Dishmey and
his landscaping business

Angela Baldayac & her old fridge.

“...the LORD secures justice
for the poor and upholds the
cause of the needy.”

Psalm 140:12 (NIV)
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very successful in. She used some of the profits to invest in plastic household items and
she was hoping fo increase her income by selling cakes in her shop to her customers.
She was re-funded to purchase an oven and other baking items to help expand her

business.

Our title verse says, “Blessed is he that considereth the poor” (Psalm 41:1). Without
the support of the Sowers Fund donors we would have been unable to fund the 136
business in 14 countries which have been started to-date by Sowers Fund program

hoping to turn things around for
his family of four. Landscaping has
always been his passion and so in
2013, Sowers Fund donors assisted
in purchasing a lawnmower to
aid his landscaping business.
While this purchase is one step
in the right direction, Iriberto is

looking for ways to transport his

landscaping equipment to the

various jobs as well as make some

strides in advertising his business.

The highest incidences of
poverty and extreme poverty
occur in the Dominican-Haitian
border regions where there is
a high concentration of slums,
called bateys. These bateys are
often settled by extremely poor
Dominicans of Haitian origin and
migrant seasonal workers from
Haiti working on local sugar cane
plantations. Because many are
without proper documentation
(such as birth certificates and
identity papers) about 20 per cent
of the poorest Dominican families
do not benefit from most types

of social assistance programs. Yet

recipients. May the Lord bless you for your generosity!

despite these dire circumstances,
the Lord continues to shine His

face upon them.

In the city of Dajabon, 57 year-old
grandmother, Angela Baldayac,
works hard to provide for her
3 granddaughters who were
abandoned by their parents after
they split. She was given an old
fridge by the church and she has
used it to sell bags of ice every
few days to Haitians who do not
have electricity in Haiti. In 2014,
Sowers Fund board approved
funding for a larger, better freezer,
so Angela could sell ice and other
cold items everyday to those who
pass by her home. She will be able
to bring in a more steady income
and help support her household.
In spite of the inequalities being
faced by Dominicans, the Lord
continues to fight their battles:
“.the LORD secures justice for
the poor and upholds the cause
of the needy” (Psalm 140:12,
NIV). Please keep the Dominican

Republic in your prayers.

Recipient: Adwoa Asamoah
Location: Afari-Kumasi, Ghana
Item Purchased: Yam Crop (Farming)
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Tacos Anyone?




